














From: "Sharon Whitehill Gray" <director@nixachamber.com> 
Date: February 21, 2012 6:46:13 PM CST 
To: <myerscpa@swbell.net> 
Subject: RE: Senate redistricting 

Dear Mr. Myers, 
I am writing to express our concern with the suggestion of separating Greene and 
Christian county in the redistricting process. We are fortunate to have an excellent 
economic tie with Greene County, in particular Springfield. Over 70% of Nixa residents 
work in Springfield as do many others in Christian county.  I’m not sure there any other 
2 counties in Missouri as connected as Greene and Christian. The connections are vast 
including partnerships with education including an OTC campus in Christian county, 
regional economic development, transportation etc. There are many more but I will keep 
this brief.  
  
We believe the connection at the state level in the Senate is extremely important and 
vital to the growth in our area and continuing the partnerships in the areas I mentioned 
as well as others. 
  
On behalf of the Nixa Area Chamber of Commerce I sincerely urge you to keep the 
Greene county portion in our Senate district.  
  
Thank you for your service on this commission and your time to review this email. 
  
Sincerely 
Sharon Whitehill Gray 
  
Sharon Whitehill Gray, President/CEO 
Nixa Area Chamber of Commerce 
New Location ~ 566 W. Mt Vernon 
New Mailing Address  ~ PO Box 548 
Nixa MO 65714 
417.725.1545 
Fx 417.725.4532 

www.NixaChamber.com 
director@nixachamber.com 
The Mission of the Nixa Area Chamber of Commerce is to promote 
growth and development of business that will enhance the 
community as a desirable place to live, learn, work, shop and play  

...Bring Back 5%! 
  
 



 

Mercy continues the tradition of the Sisters of Mercy in meeting community health needs across a seven state area. 

 
 
 

Mercy Health Springfield Communities 
Executive Offices 

1235 E. Cherokee 
Springfield, MO  65804 

417-820-2000 
www.mercy.net  

 
 
 
February 20, 2012 
 
 
 
Missouri Senate Apportionment Commission 
Missouri Capitol Building 
201 W. Capitol Avenue 
Jefferson City, MO 
 
Dear Commissioners: 
 
I appreciate the challenge you face in re-drawing Missouri’s senate districts and the time constraints you 
are under.  I want to address the boundaries of southwest Missouri’s 20th Senate district which currently 
includes Christian, Webster, Douglas and most of Greene County outside of Springfield.  It is the 
relationship between Greene and Christian Counties that is important to your deliberation. 
 
The economic interdependence of Greene and Christian County is clear. Christian County residents provide 
a significant amount of revenue for Springfield and Greene County businesses, and health care is no 
exception.  Christian County patients comprise more than nine percent of the discharges from Mercy’s 
tertiary hospital in Springfield, and the significant growth of this area played a major role in determining 
Mercy’s placement of a new orthopedic hospital on Highway 65 at the Greene-Christian County line to 
complement the several other Mercy facilities in the area.  Also, Springfield and Greene County businesses 
provide jobs for Christian County residents.  For example, nearly 1,600 Mercy co-workers call Christian 
County home, and most of them work at facilities in Greene County.  The average wage for these 
individuals is more than $22.00 per hour which equals a direct annual salary impact of $73.3 million. 
 
I understand Greene and Christian counties could be in different Senate districts in one proposal being 
considered. However, I believe the citizens of these counties would best be served by continuing to be in 
the same Senate district.  Christian County’s rapid growth in the past fifteen years has been remarkable, 
and the opportunities, as well as the associated problems, are becoming those of an urban area.  
Addressing transportation, economic development, utilities and other related issues are some of the items 
that are best served by a coordinated approach. This can continue if the counties, which are 
interdependent, remain in the same Senate district. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Jon Swope 
President/CEO 



From: Ben Jones <Ben.Jones@cityutilities.net> 
Date: February 21, 2012 3:01:40 PM CST 
To: "myerscpa@swbell.net" <myerscpa@swbell.net> 
Subject: Attn: Nick Meyer 

Distinguished members of the Senate Apportionment Committee: 
  
As the Manager-Economic Development for City Utilities of Springfield, I am keenly 
aware of the importance of the regional economy in Greene and Christian Counties.  
Primary employers in our region hire workers from many of the surrounding counties.  
City Utilities works closely with the Springfield Business Development Corporation to 
continue growing existing firms and to bring in new jobs.  It is critical to have one voice 
speaking for our region, especially as City Utilities of Springfield seeks to increase our 
customer base, serve ever more industrial and commercial customers, and become the 
premier utility in the Missouri Ozarks.    
  
Ben Jones 
Manager - Economic Development 
City Utilities of Springfield 
301 East Central, PO Box 551 
Springfield, MO.  65801-0551 
O: 417-831-8560 
C: 417-322-5636 
ben.jones@cityutilities.net 
 



From: "Baker, James P" <JBaker@MissouriState.edu> 
Date: February 21, 2012 2:29:44 PM CST 
To: "Myerscpa@swbell.net" <Myerscpa@swbell.net> 
Subject: Senate Apportionment Committee 

My name is Jim Baker. I am the Vice President for Research and Economic Development at 
Missouri State University. I am a resident of Christian County and like thousands of others, I 
work in Greene County. In fact, I live only three miles from the Greene County line. I am writing 
in support of ensuring that south Greene and northern Christian County are in the same senatorial 
district. These two areas are tied together both socially and economically. I believe that splitting 
them into two senatorial districts would be a disservice to the citizens in Greene and Christian 
counties. Currently, our senator is Mr. Jay Wasson. Senator Wasson does an outstanding job of 
representing this region. I believe that keeping this district intact would be appropriate for 
Senator Wasson and any future senator serving our district. 
  
Thank you.  
 



 



 

 

 

February 21, 2012  

 

Members of the Missouri Senate Apportionment Commission:  

On behalf of the Springfield Area Chamber of Commerce and our over 2,000 member businesses which 

represent over 110,000 employees, we encourage you to maintain Senate districts that align the 

Counties of Greene and Christian in contiguous districts.  

Christian County is home to thousands of citizens who work, play, attend school, receive medical care, 

and shop in Springfield and Greene County.   The residents of Christian County utilize the services 

provided in Greene County daily.  Our area’s largest employers include CoxHealth and Mercy and both 

patients and employees of those institutions will call Christian County home.  Additionally, as a hub for 

retail shopping and a center for higher education learning opportunities through institutions including 

Missouri State University and Ozarks Technical Community College, thousands from Christian County 

will travel to Greene County daily.    And, our shared transportation infrastructure requires elected 

officials at the local and state level to work together closely to maximize local and state funding 

resources.    There has always been an important synergy for a Senate district that represents both 

Christian County and Greene County.   

Our region continues to be the fastest growing region in the state, and it is critical to ensure that our 

state legislators can adequately represent the citizens they serve.  We realize that you have a most 

challenging task ahead.  We encourage you to include a district that encompasses both Greene and 

Christian Counties for the benefit of the citizens in our area.   

Sincerely,   

 

James B. Anderson  

President 

Springfield Area Chamber of Commerce  

  



From: Laurie Duff <Laurie.Duff@coxhealth.com> 
Date: February 20, 2012 10:45:12 AM CST 
To: "Myerscpa@swbell.net" <Myerscpa@swbell.net> 
Cc: "Jay.Wasson@senate.mo.gov" <Jay.Wasson@senate.mo.gov> 
Subject: Redistricting Concern 

February 20, 2012 
  
Attn: Nick Myers, Secretary 
Senate Apportionment Committee 
  
Dear Mr. Myers,  
  
It has come to my attention that the proposed redistricting for Missouri includes the districts currently 
represented by Sen. Jay Wasson; specifically Greene and Christian counties.  I believe this would have a 
negative impact on the effectiveness of citizen representation.  
  
As one of southwest Missouri’s largest employers, CoxHealth employs 7,573 people. The total number 
of employees who live in Greene County is 4,548. The total number of employees living in Christian 
County is 1,351. Greene and Christian counties are also home to the greatest percentage of our patients, 
with 48.4% and 11.3% respectively.   
  
Clearly, these counties are closely tied together and to divide their representation would be 
problematic. Please keep these counties together to ensure the continued effective representation of 
Sen. Jay Wasson. Thank you for your consideration. 
  
  
  
  

  
Laurie Duff 
Vice President of Corporate Communications, Executive Administration 
CoxHealth 
Laurie.Duff@coxhealth.com  
Phone: (417) 269-3070  
Fax: (417) 269-3104  
  
__________ 
  
CoxHealth – a Top 100 Integrated Health Care Network 
COXHEALTH CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the 
intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged information protected by law.  Any unauthorized review, 
use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-
mail and destroy all copies of the original message. 
 








