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DEFINITION

Name Sign Language Element Standard

A sign language is a language which uses manual communication instead of sound to
convey meaning. Sign languages commonly develop in deaf communities, which can
include interpreters, friends, families as well as people who are hard of hearing themselves.
They are also used by people with speech impairments such as Aphasia.

When people using different sign languages meet, communication is significantly easier
than when different spoken languages meet. Sign language, in this respect, gives access to
an international deaf community.

However, contrary to popular belief, sign language is not universal. Wherever communities
of deaf people exist, sign languages develop, but as with spoken languages, these vary
from region to region. They are not based on the spoken language in the country of origin;
in fact their complex spatial grammars are markedly different. However, various signed
‘modes’ of spoken languages have been developed, such as American Sign Language
(ASL) or Signed English. Hundreds of sign languages are in use around the world and are
at the core of local deaf cultures. Some sign languages have obtained some form of legal
recognition, while others have no status at all.

Description

Many of the data systems developed in Missouri state government interact with or account

Rationale for statistics dealing with hearing impaired citizens.

Allows for the gathering of data to observe and monitor the change in hearing-impaired
issues for the State of Missouri
Provides a baseline for the monitoring and analysis of hearing-impaired related issues
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COMPLIANCE DETAIL

State the Guideline, Standard
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A common misconception is that sign languages are somehow dependent
on oral languages, that is, that they are oral language spelled out in
gesture, or that they were invented by hearing people. The Manual
Alphabet is used in sign languages, mostly for proper names and technical
or specialized vocabulary. The use of fingerspelling was once taken as
evidence that sign languages are simplified versions of oral languages, but
in fact it is merely one tool among many. Fingerspelling can sometimes be
a source of new signs, which are called lexicalized signs.



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manual_alphabet

American Sign Language is the fourth most commonly used language in the
United States. It is a visual language with its own grammatical rules and
semantics. Many public schools and universities now offer classes in and
recognize ASL as a modern “foreign” language.

At least forty-two (42) States have recognized ASL as a modern language for
public schools. Hundreds of colleges/universities in the United States are offering
ASL classes. At this time, Missouri does not recognize ASL as a language. Of all
the sign languages, only ASL has been officially recognized as a foreign language
in the United States. Based on these facts, we would recommend that if you have
to designate a specific sign language it should be limited to two choices. These
would be American Sign Language and Other with American Sign Language
being designated as ASL.

Data Data
Element Type Width Description
ASL Character 1 A flag value indicating yes or no.

Yes indicating that ASL is used
No indicating that another sign language besides ASL is used
Null value would mean that no sign language is known or used

Document Source Reference #

Compliance Sources

National Institute on Deafness
Name & Other Communication Website www.nided.nih.gov/health/hearing/asl/asp
Disorders
Contact Information
Name American Sign L.an.guage Website www.aslta.org
Teachers Association
Contact Information
KEYWORDS
List Keywords Sign Language, American Sign Language, ASL
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http://www.nidcd.nih.gov/health/hearing/asl.asp
http://www.aslta.org/

Rationale for Component Classification

Document the Rationale for
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The sign language component will assist in standardizing the manner in which the
sign language information is captured and stored with the database. This allows
for fluent and accurate interchange of common data elements between state
agencies
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