Technology Area

DEFINITION

Name Data Formats

Data Format standards specify the types, compression and encryption

mechanisms of data to be exchanged in files or messages. Data Format
Description standards provide a way to represent electronic records to facilitate

interchange of the record data among state information systems.

Standardizing data formats ensures the various State of Missouri Enterprise
systems implementations can interpret communications received from other

sources.
Rationale . .

In order to adopt a consistent and rational data transfer standard for the

state, agencies should perform data transfers in formats that are compatible

with the current MAEA data format guidelines.

e Reduces the number of different formats to support.

e Improves the portability of data.

o Improves the utilization of information resources and avoids unnecessary

, duplication and incompatibilities in the collection, processing and
Benefits . S
dissemination of data.
e Improves efficiency and reduces cost in the development of data sharing
applications.
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